
THEOLOGY in the Headlines
Since its January publication,The Beloved Commu n i t y, by T h e o l ogical Hori zons director Charles Mars h , has been
rev i ewed fa v o rably by new s p a p e rs, journals and magazines across the country. H e re is a sampling of the cov e ra ge. . .

Finding and keeping faith, in 10 new religious titles
By Rich Barlow - Boston Globe, M a rch 27, 2 0 0 5

Books can save your life. Or so said A s h l ey Smith, who talked a fugitive in Atlanta into surre n d e r i n g
earlier this month by reading to him from a book of Christian inspiration.With that added incentive,
Easter is an apt time to survey recent or soon-to-be-published religion titles. These books seek 
v a r i o u s ly to inspire, to give voice to long-silenced wo m e n , to upend conventional wisdom about Je s u s ,
to plumb history for lessons about tolerance, a n d ,s o m e t i m e s , just to make us laugh.

# 1 . The Beloved Commu n i t y : H ow Faith Shapes Social Justice, From the Civil Rights Movement to To d a y,
by Charles Marsh (Basic, $ 2 6 ) . M a rtin Luther King Jr. didn't want to be a hero. He planned a 
c o m fo rtable and comfo rting life until history hijacked him into spearheading the Montgo m e ry, A l a . ,
bus boy c o t t .This counterintuitive portrait anchors University of Virginia scholar Marsh's argument
that the civil rights movement was fundamentally a re l i g i o u s , not political, campaign to realize what
King called the “ b e l oved community” of Christian compassion and justice. Marsh cites contemporary
Christians fo l l owing King's path of rejecting material pursuits to lead lives that seek to summon the
b e l oved commu n i t y.

For the other nine titles, go to http://www. b o s t o n . c o m / a e / b o o k s / a rt i c l e s / 2 0 0 5 / 0 3 / 2 7 / f i n d i n g _ a n d
_ ke e p i n g _ f a i t h _ i n _ 1 0 _ n ew _ re l i g i o u s _ t i t l e s /

A new book by theologian Charles Marsh offers valuable insights for that discussion …by cap t u r i n g
a ve ry diffe rent grass-roots movement and Christian sensibility. The Beloved Commu n i t y e x p l o res in
some intimate detail the religious impetus behind the US civil rights movement and how, despite its
c o l l ap s e, that movement has inspired a growing number of local initiatives grounded in the same spir-
itual vision…This is a stirring account of Christian faith in action, and the author makes a fe rvent plea
for spiritual re n ewal and re c o m m i t m e n t . …Marsh is a theologian concerned with “ l i ved theology,” and
h e re he provides a re s o u rce for those yearning to put their faith more fruitfully into action, and to
reach beyond what he sees as the “ideological box” that has narrowed Christian values to a short list
of issues. P resident Bush's faith-based initiative was intended to give new impetus to social pro g r a m s
run by churches and other religious gro u p s , but Marsh seeks a re n ewed commitment to racial 
reconciliation and a genuine pursuit of community within a divided country.

The Work of Fa i t h : H ow the torch of racial re c o n c i l i a t i o n , once carried by Christian 
civil-rights wo r ke r s , is now being held by faith-based organizations
An excerpt of an interv i ew with Charles Marsh by Rob Moll, C h ristianity To d a y, Fe b .2 1 ,2 0 0 5

Charles Mars h: “The Christian life and the new being that we are in Jesus Christ are incomplete until
we begin to live out our discipleship to Jesus in the fullness of our social selve s . I think the 
individualism that is still a part of some white evangelicals has made our witness fairly narrow… W h e n
I look around the United States and see what places are digging in and rekindling the vision of beloved 
c o m munity and doing the work of justice, m e rc y, and building community in distressed places, I see
that being played out daily in this quiet, intentional way among Christian commu n i t i e s , often called 
faith-based commu n i t i e s .”  

To read the interv i ew, go to http://www. c h r i s t i a n i t y t o d ay. c o m / c t / 2 0 0 5 / 1 0 8 / 3 2 . 0 . h t m l
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us daily to wrestle with the question: what does this
living hope mean for me today?  May this hope 
penetrate our lives as we find inspiration from our
brothers and sisters in Sudan.

An “ a l u m n u s ” of T h e o l ogical Hori zo n s, Ross Kane 
graduated from UVA in 2002, majoring in Foreign Affairs
and minoring in Religious Studies.The past two and a half
years he worked for the New Sudan Council of Churches,

an ecumenical church body that carries out international human-rights advocacy on behalf of the
Sudanese and facilitates a grassroots reconciliation process among warring Sudanese tribes known as
the People-to-People Peace Process . He loves to cook and play jazz saxophone. To read more, see the
Reuters Foundation article,“Warriors turn peacemakers in southern Sudan,” http://www.alertnet.org/the
facts/reliefresources/109664474497.htm

GIVING TO HORIZONS

OUR MISSION

To renew Christian thinking 
and discipleship.

OUR V I S I O N

Church
Theological Horizons seeks to bring
the rich resources of the Christian 

faith to bear in the church’s
distinctive identity and its 
engagement with culture.

Academy
Theological Horizons seeks to

witness in the forums of intellectual
life, communicating the good news

that all truth belongs to God.

Community 
Theological Horizons seeks to
demonstrate the power of the

Christian faith to heal and 
transform society.

STAY IN TOUCH
Between newsletters, we occasionally

share Horizons happenings and
prayer requests as well as brief 

readings and devotionals by email.
Do we have your email address?
Please drop us a quick note at
info@theologicalhorizons.org 

and we’ll include you. :-)

Real World Theology

The wo rd “ t h e o l o gy” may evo ke images of

i vo ry towe r s , complex academic arguments

and lofty pulpits. But as you’ll discove r

h e re, t h e o l o gy is at the heart of human

e x i s t e n c e, i n forming how we see God, o u r

n e i g h b o r s , our ve ry selve s . When each of

us seeks truth and struggles to discove r

spiritual meaning and purpose, we are 

thinking theologically. Read on to see 

h ow Theological Horizons has a voice in 

the headlines, in the public square, in the 

w i l d e r n e s s , among friends, even in a war

z o n e. T h a t ’s real world theology !

“Religious faith is not just a set of 

private beliefs about supernatural things 

but a compre h e n s i ve ground for reflection on

h ow the world and human life hang together.”

– Rowan W i l l i a m s ,A rchbishop of Canterbury

“ T h e o l o gy wrestles with questions of  mean-

i n g ,t r u t h , beauty and practice in 

relation to the whole of reality befo re God.

T h e o l o gy explores dimensions of life that 

academic learning tends to bracket out—

s u f fe r i n g ,j oy, the purpose of existence.” 

– David Fo rd

“Those who look for the Lord will cry out in

praise of him, because all who look for him

shall find him, and when they find him, t h ey

shall praise him. I shall look for yo u ,L o rd , by

p r aying to you and as I pray I shall believe in

you…It is my faith that calls yo u ,L o rd ,t h e

faith which you gave me and made to live in

me through the merits of your Son…”

– St.A u g u s t i n e

G I F T S T O H O R I Z O N S

A gift has been given in honor of Mrs. Joy Roberts by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne and Ginny Traylor

A gift has been given in honor of Dr. & Mrs. Bob and Myra Marsh 
by Mr. &Mrs. David and Canty Deeter

A gift has been given in loving memory of Mr. John D. Provost 
by Dr. & Mrs. Bob and Myra Marsh

A gift has been given in loving memory of Mr. George Hardwick 
by Mr. & Mrs. Kent and Dianne Shalibo

A gift has been given in loving memory of Mr. James McAfee 
by Dr. & Mrs. Bob and Myra Marsh

A gift has been given in honor of Dr. & Mrs. Bob and Myra Marsh
by Rev. & Mrs. David and Amy Moore

A gift has been given in honor Mrs. Myra Marsh by Sara Shealy Walter

Take Theology to the Real World!
Theology goes far, far beyond ancient manuscripts and arcane language; it “speaks to the
whole of reality”—and that changes lives!  Theological Horizons echoes the Gospel at the
very heart of culture, where the ideas, values and beliefs of our society take shape. Please
join us as we seek to witness with relevance and power to “how the world and human life
hang together.”

With a tiny staff and limited resources, we certainly cannot fulfill this task alone. We rely
on your prayers, your encouragement and your financial support to carry forward this 
critical mission.

So whether in a war zone or in a living room, in the public square or in the national 
headlines, every place is God’s place and each truth is God’s truth. With your partnership,
Theological Horizons can communicate this vital message.

Please generously support Theological Horizons with your donation. All contribu-
tions are tax deductible.Theological Horizons is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,EIN #581594037

Giving is quick and easy through our website! Just go to www.theologicalhorizons.org.
Or send your check to 1841 University Circle, Charlottesville,VA 22903.

www.theologicalhorizons.org

Charles and Ross at the Bonhoeffer House

Theology in a War Zone, Cont’d from pg. 2



THEOLOGY in the Wilderness
“The Grace To Go Now h e re” will be
the theme of Charles Marsh’s seminar
at Ring Lake Ranch from Ju ly 3-15.
Come explore the Christian disciplines
of holy silence and stillness; d i s c i p l i n e s
which are often neglected but which
bring balance and perspective to the
a c t i ve life…and be re f reshed and
re n ewed in one of the most beautiful
settings on eart h : the Wind Rive r
Mountains of Wyo m i n g . D ays are spent
on hike s , horseback rides, f ly - f i s h i n g
expeditions or leisure ly nap s . E ve n i n g s
a re the time for thoughtful discussions,
seminars and informal fe l l ow s h i p. P l e a s e
join us! 

Contact us at info @ t h e o l og i c a l
h o ri zo n s.org or contact Ring Lake Ranch :
307-455-2663 or at www. ri n g l a ke.org/ 

THEOLOGY in a War Zone
Three years ago,as UVA undergraduate Ross Kane sat in
the theology seminar at the Bonhoeffer House, the violent
realities of Sudan were far away, seemingly distant from
the thoughtful living room discussion of concepts such as
“Christology”and “eschatology.” Could Theological Horizons
offer anything of use to a young man bound for life as a
missionary amidst conflict and despair? In the “real”world,
does theology matter?  In this article by Ross, you will see that the rich Christian tradition has become
a framework for thinking theologically about a desperate situation—and that the truths of the Gospel
have sustained Ross’s work and hope .

With Sudan: A Reflection on Hope
Perhaps more than anything in my time working with Sudan,I will remember the hope that I

have seen in the midst of grief. Hope is a word that is thrown around quite a bit in Christianity,
but I have never before understood it as I do now, having lived with the Sudanese. In this year
my picture of hope has become far bigger than it ever has been,and what is remarkable is that
this hope is found in a most hopeless place. There have been times I went to my room for 
solace after a hard day and could do nothing but fall to my knees asking my Father in Heaven
whether or not good is really winning out in Sudan. I read a Sudanese prayer, and in each line—
“into the pain of the tortured, breathe stillness; into the misery of displacement, breath 
comfort;into the pain of the widowed and orphans,breathe hope”—I see the faces of people I
have met and with whom I have shared my life. I find myself,like the Psalmist,crying out to God,
angry because I do not understand how atrocities like those in Sudan can occur in His world.

What in this leads me to hope?  Why should I find hope in such sorrow?  Why amidst sincere
questions of God’s sovereignty in tragedy do I speak peace? There is no logical reason pointing
me to hope here. There is only the cross.

I say that,because to hold onto hope in the midst of what I see around me, in the midst of
the Sudanese struggle, can only be a Christological claim. “How do we hold onto God’s
sovereignty when we are losing,and it appears that we stand only to lose more?" seems to be
the question.But in the moment of that question I see the God-man upon the cross,in an act
in which he appeared to be losing,and stood only to lose more. Yet in that moment of appar-
ent loss, Christ was redeeming His world,“reconcil[ing] to himself all things…making peace
through the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20 NRSV). In my despair I see the ultimate depiction of
hope: the God-man upon the cross,in the act of redemption when it appears all has fallen apart.

In this moment upon the cross we see God as He is paradoxically both revealed and hidden,
and in a sense this is the way I see God at work in Sudan. In this event upon Calvary, when
Christ was so broken,so seemingly hidden and unlike anything resembling God to human minds,
He was carrying out the ultimate and truest revelation God has given: that of a God who heals,
purifies,and redeems His world. A God who is actively participating in calling human beings back
to the goodness of creation.A God inviting them to join the intended purpose of creation,to
lay aside the abuse of creation and exploitation of other human beings,so that they may enjoy
the good,which He has made and given to them. In those moments of ultimate despair upon
Calvary, an act of even greater redemption was taking place. As Christ Himself was asking,“my
God, why have you forsaken me,” God was showing ultimate solidarity with those suffering,
while redeeming that very suffering at the same time. In the moment of greatest hopelessness,
the greatest hope is found. Yes, in light of this act of Christ and the promise of a fulfilled
redemption I find hope in Sudan….

In Sudan, the hope of the Church for peace has informed its witness in such a way that 
peoples are being reconciled as they have been by no other actor. Rather than becoming 
discouraged and losing hope in the complexity of problems in the Sudanese situation, the
Church can view Sudan with different lenses: the lenses of redemption. The Church has the
ability to see beyond hopelessness to the redemption already being made present, while also
looking forward to the promise of fulfilled redemption.

It is not a hope that finds its center only upon another world at the expense of the world
around us, of God’s world around us,but rather it is a living hope. It is a hope that challenges
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THEOLOGY in the Public Square
On Tour with The Beloved Community, Charles Marsh has given 
m o re than fifteen public lecture s ,m a ny book signings and a dozen radio 
i n t e rv i ew s . These events have all served to bring into focus the truths of
the Gospel and the witness of many unsung Christians. A few highlights
i n c l u d e :

• P reaching at Martin Street Church of God,A t l a n t a
• An evening at New Song Community Church & City Seminary,

H a r l e m
• Speaking at Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Churc h ,A t l a n t a
• B o o k s t o re signings in Wa s h i n g t o n ,A t l a n t a ,O x fo rd & Jackson,

M i s s i s s i p p i
• C h apel talk and lecture at Covenant College,Te n n e s s e e
• Virginia Festival of the Book talk with community organizer

Rydell Pay n e
• M a rtin Luther King Day lecture, Enoch Pratt Central Library,

B a l t i m o re

HORIZONS NEWS

THEOLOGY among Friends
A Conversation Across the Centuries

What does a fifth century African bishop who wrote in Latin have to say
to a group of college students today?  A great deal, as it hap p e n s . T h e
Horizons Bible Study and Reflection group meets at the Bonhoeffe r
House on Fridays to read from the works of Augustine and his sources in
the Bible. In our times of conversation and praye r, we are continu a l ly
blessed by the rich depths of truth we find together.
T h e o l ogy matters---and it never gets old! 

Sharing a Witness
What an honor it was to we l c o m e
M r s . Victoria Gray A d a m s for an
afternoon university seminar at the
B o n h o e f fer House. M r s . A d a m s ’s 
theological reflections on the roots of
the civil rights movement we re rich in
w i s d o m , integrity and challenge.

Truth Set to Music
W h o ’s our favorite band?  P o rt rait of A n o t h e r. With their blend of irre-
sistible acoustic tunes and vibrant ly r i c s , the musicians in Po rt rait of A n o t h e r
bring truth alive. T h ey ’ve played at the Bonhoeffe r
House and alongside Charles Marsh and Rydell
P ayne at the Virginia Festival of the Book—and
n ow they have a terrific new CD. We love to 
s u p p o rt these guys, so we’ll send you a copy, t o o.

Just ask for a CD by contacting us at info @ t h e o l og i c a l h o ri zo n s. o r g

Charles Marsh at the Miller Center for Public Affairs
Theological Horizons director Charles Marsh will speak on The Belov e d
C o m mu n i t y at the Miller Center for Public Affairs at the University of
Virginia on May 10th at 5:30 pm EST. Miller Center Forums link the
U n i versity of Virginia and the broader community to the people who are
writing about and shaping the future of our nation, d r awing nationally and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ly recognized experts in public affairs,American politics, a n d
fo reign policy. The forum with Charles Marsh will be webcast live and
then be available as arc h i ved video at http://millerc e n t e r. v i r g i n i a . e d u / .

“One of the most original books I've read in a long time...just as he did with
God's Long Summer  Mr. M a rsh has reminded us of what is re q u i red to
keep A m e rica moving towa rd social justice...quite a powerful book.”

– Bill Moye r s ,TV journalist and author of A World of Ideas: C o nv e rs a t i o n s
With Thoughtful Men and Women About A m e rican Life Today and the Ideas
Shaping Our Future

Cont’d on pg. 4

Springtime has arrived at the Bonhoeffer House


