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“Wonder of all wonders, God 
loves the lowly…God is near to 
lowliness; he loves the lost, the 
neglected, the unseemly, the 
excluded, the weak and broken.”

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Think of a “lowly” person 
in your own circle.  How 
can you be God’s love in 
the flesh, right there?

Season of Advent

Advent invites us to enter into the ancient dialogue 
between God and the created world–-to hear again the 
promise of the incarnated Christ, the one true Word.  

This Advent, Theological Horizons invites you into the 
Great Conversation. Join the chorus of our forebears 
in faith.  Their words resound with expectation: the 
arrival of the Word made flesh!

“This is the great mystery of 
Christmas that continues to give 
us comfort and consolation: we 
are not alone in our journey.  
The God of love who gave us life 
sent us his only Son to be with 
us at all times and all places.”

- Henri Nouwen  

Ask a friend or family 
member to tell you about 
their journey these days.  
How might the promise of 
God’s presence change your 
own view of life right now?

“Love is the final fight.” 

- John Perkins 

Where might you feel led 
to join in the work of Love 
in your community and 
family this Advent season? 

“For each person’s sake, God 
comes to the world, allows 
himself to be born, to die–and 
this suffering God almost 
implores each and beseeches 
each person to accept the help 
that is offered to him! Truly, if 
there is anything to lose one’s 
mind over, this is it.”

- SØren Kierkegaard 

Close your eyes and 
imagine a conversation in 
which God implores you to 
accept divine help.  What 
words does God use?  What 
do you say in response?

“Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere.  
Go tell it on the mountain, 
that Jesus Christ is born!”

- Fannie Lou Hamer 

Listen to Mrs. Hamer 
sing “Go Tell It On The 
Mountain” https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kxRfT12Sojw

“The present Advent is taking 
place at every moment in our own 
earthly life as wayfarers.  Every 
moment of time is a moment of 
judgment; Christ is passing by 
and we are being judged by our 
awareness of His passing.”

- Thomas Merton

What does the word 
“judgment” mean to you? 
Where is Christ passing 
you by today?

“Wonder keeps us open-eyed, 
expectant, alive to life that 
is always more than we can 
account for, that always exceeds 
our calculations, that is always 
beyond anything we can make.”

- Eugene Peterson 

What is your deepest hope 
for this season? How might 
you expand your capacity 
for wonder?

“Advent is a time of waiting, of 
expectation, of silence. Waiting 
for our Lord to be born…The 
intentness with which one awaits 
such stirring is like nothing so 
much as a blanket of silence.”

- Dorothy Day

Take a walk in undisturbed 
silence.  What thoughts 
come up as you wear your 
“blanket of silence”?

“I said, ‘Lord, help me to 
understand what Thou 
meanest. I want to hear 
Thee speak.’”

- Amanda Berry Smith  

Take time to truly listen 
for God today.  What are 
you hearing?

“When the song of the angels 
is stilled, when the star in the 
sky is gone, when the kings and 
the princes are home, when the 
shepherds are back with their flock, 
the work of Christmas begins.”

- Howard Thurman

Before you know it, this 
Christmas will be over.  Into 
what work of Christmas is 
God calling you?

Grace is a gracious gift, not 
something we are owed.”

- Juana Ines De La Cruz 

Can you write a grace-
filled letter to someone 
who needs it today?

The Great Conversation

The Word became flesh and blood,
    and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,
    the one-of-a-kind glory,
    like Father, like Son,
Generous inside and out,
    true from start to finish.
- (John 1:14, The Message)

“God could have been incarnate in a man of 
iron nerves, who lets no sigh escape Him. Of His 
great humility He chose to be incarnate in a man 
of delicate sensibilities who wept at the grave of 
Lazarus and sweated blood in Gethsemane.”

- C.S. Lewis

Reflect on God’s choice to take on all 
human emotions. Speak to God now of 
your most difficult feelings. 

Advent with Theological 
Horizon playlist on Spotify!

Visit www.theologicalhorizons/blog for daily Advent posts

3Which saints have inspired you 
to follow the Kingdom road and 
why? Seek out a biography or 
movie about one of them and 
invite some family or friends to 
learn with you.
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Who alive today has 
been a model for you 
of the Christian life? 
Write them a note 
this week or invite 

them to coffee to tell 
them of how they’ve 

influenced you.
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14 15 16 What conversation in the church or 

culture today do you feel drawn to 
enter into? Gather some resources to 
educate yourself more and perhaps 
connect with others locally who are 
having that same conversation. 
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If Jesus were to sit 
down across from you 
today, what might He 
say to you? What key 
questions would you 

ask Him? Spend some 
time in silence and 

journaling.
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At Theological Horizons, we invite Emmanuel, God With Us, 

to move into our own “neighborhood” of academia—a space 

where people crave open, grace-filled speech and answers to the 

biggest questions.  

Here at the intersection of faith, thought and life, Theological 

Horizons gathers students, scholars, church and community 

folks, and everyone in between.  Every day we pursue the Truth 

together, giving thanks for Christ’s transformative presence 

among us. 

We depend upon your generosity to sustain the work of 

Theological Horizons.  

Will you join us with a gift of financial support? Your 

contribution, however great or small, makes a real difference.  

May you be richly blessed during this season of giving!

There’s an honesty to Theological 

Horizons conversations that I appreciate. 

People are vulnerable; they genuinely 

care about where you’re from, how you’re 

doing, and what your life experiences have 

been like. After talking to someone from 

Theological Horizons, I always find myself 

seeing patterns of God’s work in my life—

prompted by the questions they’ve asked 

me, questions that made me reflect on a 

much deeper level. Community like this is 

rare and I truly cherish it.

Nadine Michel
Horizons Fellow Mentor

“The Word became flesh and blood 
and moved into the neighborhood.”
- John 1:14

Too often, our society requires us to clothe 

ourselves in armor, afraid of the darts that 

someone will throw at us for holding opinions 

that may differ from theirs.  Theological 

Horizons conversations are beautifully 

fearless. People are able to leave their hearts 

exposed, even when they talk with one 

another about important, even heavy topics.   

I can adopt a heart-on-sleeve attitude with 

people in Theological Horizons, unafraid, 

because I know that my thoughts, however 

varying, will be received with nothing less 

than love and compassion. And I find this 

truly beautiful.

Cynthia Ajuzie 
Horizons Fellow ’19

As parents, we expected Theological Horizons to equip our three kids (UVa ‘15, ‘20 and ‘21) 

for a deeper consideration of faith.  To our surprise, we ourselves have been equipped for those 

same spiritual conversations.  Our Dallas book club uses Karen’s Vintage Saints & Sinners, 

along with her small group guides.  As we explore the ways famous (and not so famous) 

Christians found faith and lived out their convictions, we study, argue, learn and grow.  

Who knew that Theological Horizons–a ministry we support from 1000 miles away–would have 

a deep influence on us, too, beautifully enriching our own intellectual and spiritual lives?

Find the free small group guides at https://karenwrightmarsh.com/vintage-sessions

Leslie Merrick with Nick, Catherine and Matthew 
Board member and UVa parent

“What keeps me coming back to Theological Horizons both as a Board member and as a 

friend is the way they offer what our culture so desperately needs: conversations that cut below 

the surface, that speak to enduring truths about the Christian story, and that offer authentic 

spaces to be known and loved.”

Anthony Lazaro with Annalivia, 
Mattie (the pup), Emily, James and Milly

Board member and UVa alumnus


